The Erasure of Past Interests in Land at
individuals from Orania shares many characteristics with the thousands of removals that affected at least 3.5 million South Africans in the three decades leading up to it. Likewise, the dispossession recounted here shares many characteristics with those that occurred in Griqualand, as explored in preceding chapters. Indeed, this is a story similar to many that can be recounted of a number of South African contexts -about dispossession and removal, about the means by which claims to property have been espoused over time, and about power and who has it. * * * 'The Afrikaners' are no clear-cut bunch, as established most clearly by Hermann Giliomee in his 'biography of a people'.
1 Like the terms 'San' and 'Griqua', the label itself is not isolable from the discursive peculiarities of modern South Africa. So here a rudimentary attempt at definition is necessary. The Afrikaners are the white South Africans who share an affinity with the Afrikaans language; most identify with some aspect or another of Afrikaner geskiedenis, and many subscribe (or have, at one time, subscribed) to the ideals of a Protestant/ Calvinistic worldview -but beyond these generalisations, much as writers often try, it is difficult to pigeonhole them. The descendents of Dutch, German, and Huguenot settlers from the early days of Verenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie (VOC) occupation, they are and always have been the predominant white settler community in South Africa, although they have never been a homogeneous group. Theirs is a history intriguingly replete with internal political divisions: starting with divisions between those who stayed at the Cape and those who trekked in the 1830s and 1840s, the lojaliste and republikeine in the later nineteenth century, between Afrikanders and Hollanders, and later bittereinders, hensoppers, and joiners in the post-Anglo-Boer War reconstruction period, and then the verkramptes and verligtes in the ranks of the National Party and the Broederbond, and so on up to the present.
Apartheid was close to the hearts of many Afrikaners. After several attempts by the National Party to preserve the regime failed miserably -bearing, as they did, the brunt of international condemnation at the time -an 'extra-parliamentary solution' was brainstormed by certain segments of the Afrikaner community.
